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PRESS RELEASE N.17

A thousand reasons to visit the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 
All the news in Fair from April 28th to May 1st 
COMACCHIO (Fe). There is a plenty of reasons to visit the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair, the International Fair on nature tourism which will be held in Comacchio from April 28th to May 1st. Alone or in company, with the family and children, leisure and fun occasions are several. 
Green light with the birdcard. In order to enjoy all the opportunities offered by the Fair and the territory at best, the birdcard is the answer. You will be given the birdcard upon purchase of the entrance ticket ( 3 € adults, children up to 16 years old for free, € 5 for families). The birdcard, valid up to late March 2007, offers a series of discounts, facilitations for many Delta facilities; during the Fair, it will enable visitors to join the excursions, birdwatching lessons and all the initiatives of the Fair for free. 
A walk around the fair stands. A tour of the stands at the Fair is similar to an excursion among the several peculiarities and curiosities to be found in nature. From optics to photography, all the leading companies of the sector will be there. And moreover, the perfect birdwatchers’ materials, all the equipment to go birdwatching and experience the real closeness to nature. Other curiosities will not be missing: from the stamp cancellation of the special Fair postcards, to the artists enlivening this experience with author shots and paintings. A special look also to specialized publishing, with books telling about how to recognise birds or setting up your own garden to provide them a shelter in their natural habitat. It is for sure worth going to the Fattibello riverbank where, by using special and powerful binoculars provided by the exhibiting companies, you will be able to admire nature and the incomparable scenery of sunset in Comacchio lagoons. 
Excursions in the Delta. Once visited the exhibit stands, you can choose from the many itineraries to the discovery of the Delta beauties. Three kinds of excursions are available: by day, night and special. The first two, thanks to the birdcard, are for free. Some examples? Daily departures by bus from Comacchio to Comacchio and Ostellato lagoons, Valle Mandriole and Punte Alberete, Reno riverbank, Valle Furlana and Boscoforte, Sant’Alberto ornithological Museum, Classe Pinewood and Cervia Saltworks. In the evening, visit to the Museum of Reclamation in Argenta, Mesola and the Boscone, Bagnacavallo and Pantaleone farmhouse. Special excursions can be joined by boat or motorship, on horseback, by bike. For information, call DELTA 2000 (0533-57693-4) and during the Fair the excursion infopoint.  
The Youth Fair Several are the activities in which families with children and schools will be able to take part. In particular, they will be able to take the chance of attending for free environmental didactic labs proposed by environmental Associations supporting the event, and by  qualified didactic cooperatives proposing activities related to themes such as introduction to birdwatching, migrations, birdgardening,  dimorphism, photography, painting, wildlife photography, handicraft typical of lagoon civilizations and resulting from weaving and texture work of natural materials typical of the wetlands and their territory.  
Birdwatching Champions. You are sure of being real experts about the bird world and wish to demonstrate it. The “winged fair” offers this opportunity. Just take your chance at the European Birdwatching Race played in teams. Each team, made of up to 7 participants, within the time and places stated in the regulation, will have to recognise the highest possible number of birds. Each member will be provided with a sighting notebook and the team will have to hand in to the organisation the list of the identified birds only if agreed by the majority. On April 30th in the morning, the first selections and on May 1st the conclusion. A challenge “at a glance” in which the participants work as secret agents searching for any single clue in order to be appointed winners of the European Birdwatching Race and receive prestigious prizes.  
The exhibition. A big space will be dedicated to photography and everything it involves, with a specific exhibit pavilion. For the first time in Italy the images of an important International contest of wildlife photography will be shown, the Glanzlichter 2006, a photographic review selecting flora and fauna images by the most relevant photographers all over Europe. An occasion also for Italian photographers with the exhibit of the best images of the Italian wildlife photography Championship 2005 and the Delta in Focus Photographers’ group. For those fond of “photography challenges” it will be possible to participate in the wildlife photography contest Delta in Focus 2006.

Comacchio by night. “Music aperitifs”, fading images shown outdoor, a good glass of wine and an appetizing fish course to experience all the emotions and colours of an enchanting lagoon city.  
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